
DATE:  FRIDAY; NOVEMBER 4, 2016 

TIME:  Doors Open at 5:00 PM/Food Served Until 8:30 PM 

PLACE:  Whippanong American Legion — Post #155 

   13 Legion Place, Whippany, NJ 07981 

DONATION: Senior Citizens/Take Out Orders: $10 

   Adults: $12 Advance Ticket Sale/$15 At The Door 

   Children 6-12: $6 Advance Ticket Sale/$8 At The Door 

   Children 5 and under: FREE 

Please make all donations out to the “Hanover Township PBA #128– Jessica Hermans Fund” 

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT:   

Eric Prach:  (973) 428-2512    eprach@hanoverpolice.com 

Teresa DeZao: (973) 610-0660    acorporateaffair@aol.com 



 Jessica woke up on the morning of March 27, 2016, not feeling well.  It was Easter Sunday 

and Jessica, her husband Pete with their two children, Brett (age 8) and Eric (age 3) had plans to 

spend Easter with Pete’s family as they do every year.  Pete suggested that Jessica stay home and 

rest, but she wanted to spend Easter with her family.  Jessica was a healthy 40 year old woman with 

no previous medical problems. 

 Upon their return home that evening, Jessica began to experience a fever and chills.  Pete 

brought her to the emergency room as he felt she may be coming down with the flu, which she was 

in fact diagnosed with.  After being released that night from the hospital, Jessica experienced severe 

flu-like symptoms over the next several days and was brought back to the emergency room after ex-

periencing shortness of breath.  Jessica’s health quickly deteriorated.  Within hours, she developed 

acute respiratory failure, which required her to be intubated and placed on a ventilator.  She then de-

veloped septic shock, and needed emergency transport to Columbia Presbyterian Hospital in NYC 

where she would be placed on an ECMO machine. Pete was told that Jessica would not survive if 

she was not transported there immediately.  By the following day, Jessica’s heart began to fail and 

she was placed on life support.  Jessica spent the next 21 days in the ICU during which time she 

went into cardiac arrest twice. Jessica was ultimately diagnosed with H1N1 a.k.a. the “Swine Flu”.  

She spent the next 16 days at the hospital and was then transferred to Kessler Rehabilitation in 

West Orange.  After three weeks at Kessler Rehabilitation, Jessica returned home on May 26th. 

 On June 23
rd

 , Jessica was brought back to Columbia Presbyterian Hospital due to further 

complications.  On July 8
th
 , Jessica required both of her legs to be amputated below the knee due 

to severe infections.  Jessica again returned home on July 31
st
 and continues to heal in preparation 

to be fitted for prosthetics.  

 Jessica’s sudden illness has created a financial burden on the family.  Pete, who is a police 

officer for Hanover Township, has been unable to sufficiently work during this trying time.  Jessica 

has months of healing and rehabilitation ahead of her, but with the love and support of her family 

and friends, and with the financial support of the community, she will persevere.  


